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A few years ago, I was walking down Holloway Road in Archway, North
London, on my way to meet some people in a pub called the Landseer,
which is on Landseer Road and remains there to this day. It has big
windows and comfy sofas, but I digress. Anyway, as I was saying, I was
walking down the road, being my crusty student self, when a car sidled
up to me. It was full of young guys, and the person in the front
passenger seat rolled down the window and said “Alright darling”. It
wouldn't have been the first time I had been mistaken for a woman in
those times, but then I realised this was not addressed at me, but
towards a young woman walking just ahead of me. The car slowed to her
pace, and the guys giggled and bounced as the man started making sexual
comments.

I was almost overtaking the woman, which brought me between her and the
car. I got this sort of prickle which I always get when tension rises
and I know I have to say something. I kind of wanted to walk on and not
say anything, but instead I asked the woman loudly if she knew these
people. I was telling myself she did and they were just joking and not
sexually harassing her, but of course she said she didn't. The guys in
the car stopped their 'joking' and all looked at me. The car slowed to a
halt. I probably gulped. The back door opened and I got some evil
stares. But then luckily the car pulled away and sped off, the door
slamming again as it went. The woman thanked me and I walked on, feeling
a bit weird but glad I said something. And I bet that first pint tasted
good.
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